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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) [3 Claim(s) 7-4 is/are pending in the application. 
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6) ^ Claim(s) 1-4 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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9) E3 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Objections to Drawings 

Figures 1 through 4 are drawn and labeled by hand. The drawings are objected 
to because they are handdrawn- Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
1.121 (d) are required in reply to the Office Action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
"amended". If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 
removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several 
views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be 
necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. The replacement sheet(s) 
should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so 
as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted by 
the Examiner, the Applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective 
action in the next Office Action. If a response to the present Office Action fails to 
include proper drawing corrections, corrected drawings or arguments therefor, the 
response can be held NON-RESPONSIVE and/or, the application could be 
ABANDONED since the objections/corrections to the drawings are no longer held in 
abeyance. 
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Objections to Specification 

On page 8, paragraph 2 of the specification it states: "... step 120. In step 130, 
the processing system 1 1 then makes a first ..." processing system 11 is an element of 
Fig. 1, yet the rest of the paragraph is talking about Fig. 2. For clarity, change this line 
to read "... step 120. In step 130, the processing system 11 of Fig. 1 then makes a first 
..." There are several other instances of this in the same paragraph. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 2, 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Jain 
et al. (U.S. Patent # 6085101). 

Consider claim 1, Jain et al. clearly show and disclose a method for sending and 
delivering multicast pager messages, comprising the steps of creating a group of users 
comprising a plurality of members (Col. 6, line 65 - Col. 7, line 4: "The message 
provider may specify a list of addresses to be stored in the CPR [Call Processing 
Record]. The list may be accessed at a later time for sending future messages to the 
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same recipients. In that case, the message provider need only enter the new message, 
and the system uses the stored list of addresses to deliver the message. The message 
provider may also retrieve the list of stored addresses, and delete or add numbers to it 
..." and Col. 6, lines 58 - 62: "Alternatively, advanced multicast service may require a 
CPR created for each user. The CPR is modified to accept and store a message 
delivery list. This list is a directory of recipient addresses, or phone numbers, to which 
the message is to be delivered."), receiving a message from a member of the group of 
users (Col. 7, lines 22 - 30: "Security against unauthorized access to the lists is 
possible. For example, lists may be password or personal identification number (PIN) 
protected in the same way that automated banking accounts are, for example. Another 
example may be permitting access to lists only from a particular phone number. This 
may be accomplished using "caller ID" technology, where the list may be accessed 
where the telephone number from which the call is originating matches the authorized 
phone number (or numbers)."), and transmitting the message to the plurality of 
members of the group of users (Fig. 3 and Col. 7, lines 33 - 40: "Alternatively (or in 
addition), the IP 306 may receive the list of destinations from the CPR 310. The IP then 
connects the message to one or more outgoing lines at the same time. The call 
connections may be made in the usual manner. The message provider may then 
instruct the system to deliver the information immediately."). 

Consider claim 2, Jain et al. clearly show and disclose a method for sending and 
delivering multicast pager messages, comprising the steps of creating a group of users 
comprising a plurality of members (Col. 6, line 65 - Col. 7, line 4: "The message 
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provider may specify a list of addresses to be stored in the CPR [Call Processing 
Record]. The list may be accessed at a later time for sending future messages to the 
same recipients. In that case, the message provider need only enter the new message, 
and the system uses the stored list of addresses to deliver the message. The message 
provider may also retrieve the list of stored addresses, and delete or add numbers to it 
..." and Col. 6, lines 58 - 62: "Alternatively, advanced multicast service may require a 
CPR created for each user. The CPR is modified to accept and store a message 
delivery list. This (ist is a directory of recipient addresses, or phone numbers, to which 
the message is to be delivered."), receiving a message from a sender to the group of 
users, determining if the sender is a member of the group of users, and if the sender is 
determined to be a member of the group of users (Col. 7, lines 22 - 30: "Security 
against unauthorized access to the lists is possible. For example, lists may be 
password or personal identification number (PIN) protected in the same way that 
automated banking accounts are, for example. Another example may be permitting 
access to lists only from a particular phone number. This may be accomplished using 
"caller ID" technology, where the list may be accessed where the telephone number 
from which the call is originating matches the authorized phone number (or numbers)."), 
transmitting the message to the plurality of members of the group of users (Fig. 3 and 
Col. 7, lines 33 - 40: "Alternatively (or in addition), the IP 306 may receive the list of 
destinations from the CPR 310. The IP then connects the message to one or more 
outgoing lines at the same time. The call connections may be made in the usual 
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manner. The message provider may then instruct the system to deliver the information 
immediately."). 

Consider claim 4, Jain et al. clearly show and disclose a method for sending and 
delivering multicast pager messages, comprising the steps of creating a public group 
and allowing individuals to join the public group (Col. 6, lines 55 - 62: "A basic multicast 
service may have one or more dedicated CPRs [Call Processing Record] which anyone 
may access by dialing the predesignated number. Alternatively, advanced multicast 
service may require a CPR created for each user. The CPR is modified to accept and 
store a message delivery list. This list is a directory of recipient addresses, or phone 
numbers, to which the message is to be delivered." and Col. 6, line 65 - Col. 7, line 3: 
"The message provider may specify a list of addresses to be stored in the CPR. The list 
may be accessed at a later time for sending future messages to the same recipients. In 
that case, the message provider need only enter the new message, and the system 
uses the stored list of addresses to deliver the message."), receiving a message from a 
member of the public group (Col. 7, lines 22 - 30: "Security against unauthorized 
access to the lists is possible. For example, lists may be password or personal 
identification number (PIN) protected in the same way that automated banking accounts 
are, for example. Another example may be permitting access to lists only from a 
particular phone number. This may be accomplished using "caller ID" technology, 
where the list may be accessed where the telephone number from which the call is 
originating matches the authorized phone number (or numbers)."), and delivering the 
message to all members of the public group (Fig. 3 and Col. 7, lines 33 - 40: 
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"Alternatively (or in addition), the IP 306 may receive the list of destinations from the 
CPR 310. The IP then connects the message to one or more outgoing lines at the 
same time. The call connections may be made in the usual manner. The message 
provider may then instruct the system to deliver the information immediately."). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time 
the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter 
pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Jain et 
al. (U.S. Patent # 6085101) in view of LaPorta et al. (U.S. Patent # 5918158). 

Consider claim 3, Jain et al. clearly show and disclose a method for sending and 
delivering multicast pager messages, comprising the steps of creating a group of users 
comprising a plurality of members (Col. 6, line 65 - Col. 7, line 4: "The message 
provider may specify a list of addresses to be stored in the CPR [Call Processing 
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Record]. The list may be accessed at a later time for sending future messages to the 
same recipients. In that case, the message provider need only enter the new message, 
and the system uses the stored list of addresses to deliver the message. The message 
provider may also retrieve the list of stored addresses, and delete or add numbers to it 
..." and Col. 6, lines 58 - 62: "Alternatively, advanced multicast service may require a 
CPR created for each user. The CPR is modified to accept and store a message 
delivery list. This list is a directory of recipient addresses, or phone numbers, to which 
the message is to be delivered."), receiving a message from a sender to the group of 
users, determining if the sender is a member of the group of users, and if the sender is 
determined to be a member of the group of users (Col. 7, lines 22 - 30: "Security 
against unauthorized access to the lists is possible. For example, lists may be 
password or personal identification number (PIN) protected in the same way that 
automated banking accounts are, for example. Another example may be permitting 
access to lists only from a particular phone number. This may be accomplished using 
"caller ID" technology, where the list may be accessed where the telephone number 
from which the call is originating matches the authorized phone number (or numbers)."), 
transmitting the message to the plurality of members of the group of users (Fig. 3 and 
Col. 7, lines 33 - 40: "Alternatively (or in addition), the IP 306 may receive the list of 
destinations from the CPR 310. The IP then connects the message to one or more 
outgoing lines at the same time. The call connections may be made in the usual 
manner. The'message provider may then instruct the system to deliver the information 
immediately."). Jain et al. do not disclose receiving a reply message from another 
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sender to the group of users and transmitting the reply message to the plurality of 
members of the group. However, LaPorta et al. clearly show and disclose receiving a 
reply message from another sender to the group of users and transmitting the reply 
message to the plurality of members of the group (Col. 13, line 64 - Col. 14, line 5: 
"Fig. 7 shows a highly schematic depiction of message delivery procedures. The 
originator of the message, S 200, transmits its message into the network through its 
serving batch server, BS-S 208, via a PG2BS-NEW message. This PG2BS-NEW 
contains the address of S, an array of recipient addresses, an array of reply-to- 
addresses, and the coded message. In this example, the recipients listed are R1 202, 
R2 204, and R3 206, and the reply-to-address is the address of the message originator, 
S 200." and Col. 15, lines 26 - 30: "Fig. 8 shows the flow for the reply to a message 
generated above. At a high level, the reply flow is symmetrical to the message 
origination flow. In this example, the recipient, R 240 generates the reply (REPLY), 
which is received by batch server BS-R 242." and Col. 15, lines 50 - 54: "The 
remaining portion of the reply delivery flow is similar to the message delivery flow: the 
user agent 246 of the device receiving the reply is contacted to determine where to 
deliver the reply, and the reply is sent to the distribution server 250 for delivery."). In the 
particular example mentioned by LaPorta et al., the content of the recipient addresses 
array is different from the content of the reply-to array. However, Examiner takes 
Official Notice that it is notoriously well known in the art that an array may be duplicated. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to copy the contents of the recipient addresses array into the 
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reply-to array and incorporate receiving a reply message from another sender to the 
group of users and transmitting the reply message to the plurality of members of the 
group, as taught by LaPorta et al., in the method for sending and delivering multicast 
pager messages, as in Jain et al., for the purpose of allowing a member of the group to 
reply to a message so that the group may see the reply. 

Conclusion 

Any response to this Office Action should be faxed to (571 ) 273-8300 or mailed 
to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Leah Richmond whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1774. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 9:00am to 
6:00pm Eastern Standard Time. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Rafael Perez-Gutierrez can be reached at (571) 272-7915. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9197 (toll-free) or 703-305-3028. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist/customer service whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-2600. 

Leah Richmond 
L.L.R./llr 

April 19, 2007 n 
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